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.7 . The Attorney fees nothing alarming in the feizure of

a Member’s papers and bureaus upon the charge of a'libel
only, and reproaches a late writer with ¢¢ heightening
¢ the piCure'upon this occafion, by the introdution of
s¢ facks and meflengers.” Now, I underftand nothing is
mentioned by this writer, that was not an undoubted
fall, and, if I know the Attorney aright, he likes to de-
bate upon a fal, and for that reafon would throw every
circumftance into a cafe, however. unneceflary this may
feem to many people, who think it beft always to argue
and determinc upon the general principle. Provided then
the fact be fo, I can fiame to myflelf no circumftance
capable of adding to the terror of fucha fcene, whilit
laws exift, unlefs it be a reprefentation of the whole
as tranfalted, and by particular order, at midnight. I
chufe, however, not to dwell unon this lawlefs part of
the ftory, and, as my fon in his letter hath faid a good deal
about the abfolute illegality of the feizure of papers, I
fhall here fay very little more concerning this abominable
outrage; altho’, 1 think it, to ufe. the words of Mr.
Somers, ¢ the worft meaas to arrive at the worft ends
¢¢ imaginable.” '

According to my notions, no words can convey to the
mind of the reader, the anxicty which a man may feel
from fuch a diftrefs. Many genflemen have fecret cor-
refpondences, which they keep from their wives, their re-
lations, and thejr bofom fiiends. Every body has fome
private. papcrs,eﬁ;at he would not” on any account bave
revealed. A lawyer hath frequently the papers and fe-
cunties of his clieats; a merchant or agent, of his cor-
refpondents. What then, can be more excruciating tor-
ture, than to have the loweft of mankind, fuch fellows as
Mooney, Watfon, 'and the reft of them, enter fuddenly
into his houfe, and forcibly carry away his fcrutores, with
all his papers of every kind, urnder a pretence of law, b:-
caufe the Attorney-general had, ex officio, filed an infor-
mation againft the author, printer and publither of fome
pamphlet or weekly paper, and fomebody had told one of
thefe greyhounds that this gentleman was thought by fome
people to be the author! Thefe papers are immediately
to be thrown inito the hands of fome clerks, of much curi-
ofity; and of véry little bufinefs in times of peace, who
will, upon being bid to fort and feieét thof: that relate to
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uch and fuch a particular thing, naturally amufe theme
elves with the perufal of all private letters, memorandums,
ecrets and intrigues, of the gentleman himfelf, and of all
his friends and 2cquaintance of both fexes. In the hurry
too of-fuch bufinefs, notes, bonds, or even deeds, and
evidence of the utmoft confequence to private property,
may be divulged, loft, torn or deftroyed, to his irreparable
injury.

JI ‘}t;iill now, for a moment, fuppofe that this gentle-
man had altually wrote, in the hours of his wantonnefs or
folly, fomething that was really abufive and fcandalous
upon fome particular minifter, or upon the adminiftration
in general. Even in fuch a cafe, would any gentleman
in this kingdom reft one minute at eafe in his bed, if he
thought, that for every loofe and unguarded, cr fuppofed
libellous expreilion, about party-matters, he was liable
not only to betaken up. himfelf, but évery fecret of his
family made fubje&t to the infpeltion of a whole Secre-
tary of State’s Office, or indeed, of any man or minifter
whatever, . whilft a parliament was fitiing, or had even an
exiftence in the country ?

Such a vexatious authority in the crown, is inconfiffent
with every idea of liberty. It feems to me to be the
higheft of libels upon the conftitution, to pretend, that any
ufage can juftify fuch an a&l of arbitrary government. The
laws of England, are fo tender to evéry man accufed,
even of capital crimes, that they do not permit him to be
put to torture to extort a confeflion, nor oblige him to
anfwer a queftion that will tend to accufe himfelf. How
then can 1t be fuppofed, that the law will intruft any of-
ficer of the crown, with the power of charging any man
in the Kingdom (or, indeed, every man by poflibility and
nobody in particular) at his will and pleafure, with be-
mg the author, printer or publifher of {uch a paper, being a
libel, and which till a jury has determined to be fo, is
nothing ; and that upon this charge, any common fellows
under a general warrant, upon their own imaginations, or
the furmifes of their acquaintance, or upon other worfe
and more dangerous intimations, may, with a itrong hand,
feize and carry off all his papers; and then at his trial pro-
duce thefe papers, thus taken by force from him, in evi-
dence againft himfelf; and all this on the charge of a mere
fufdemeanor, in a country of liberty and property. This
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would be making a man give cvidence againft and accufe
himfelf, with a vengeance., And this is to be endured, be-
caufe the profecutor wants other fufficient proof, and
mizht be traduced for aling groundlefly, if he could not
geit; and becaufe he does it truly for the fake of collesz-
ing eoidence. |
"1 fhould nothave given myfelf the trouble of faying thus

moch in fo plain 2 matter, had it not been for a letter
which was printed fome time ago, upon this fubjet, with
the names of two noble lords, fecret:ries of ftate, fub-
fcribed. [t is dire@ed ¢ to Mr, Wilkes,” dated ¢¢ Great
¢ George-fireet, May the 7th, 176:,” and contains the

following expreflions :
¢« S IR,

¢ In anfwer to your letter of yecficiday, we acquaint
¢ you, that your papers were feized it confequence of the
¢ iaeavy cbiarge brought againft you, for beins the au-
¢¢ thor of an infamous and feditious libel, for which, not-
¢« withftanding your difcharge from your commitment to
¢ the Tower, his Majefty has ordered you to be pro-
« fecuted, by his Attorney-general. Such of your papers
<¢ 33 do not lead to a proof of your guilt, fhall be reftored
¢ to you : Such as are neceflary for that purpole, it was
¢ our duty to deliver over to thofe, whofe office it is to
¢ colle’? the evidence, and manage the profecution againft
¢ you. Weare

¢¢ Your bumble Servants,

« Egremont.

¢ Dunk Halifax.”

Here now is a clear avowal of the principle of taking
thefe papers. The evidence indeed, feems to have been
collected with as much force, and | believe with as little
right by law, as fome other colletions are made for which
the colle@ors are hanged when taken. ' I cannot but fay,
therefore, I am very glad this letter has been publifhed,
that the Public may fee what is the notion of law in thofe
political offices, that are now attempting to prove their

Jawlefs pralices to be the ancient commen law of the
Liand. |
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